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A NEW HYPODERMIC, SYRINGE.
THIS syringe has been designed with a view to embodying
the good points of syringes already in common use, while
doing away with such defects as are met with in many
forms. The barrel of the syringe is of glass, and is in one
piece with the nozzle. This latter is made specially stout in
order to prevent its being easily broken off, and fits such
standard needles as are supplied to the Government of India.
The plunger is also of glass, and this combination of glass
barrel and glass plunger secures that perfect suction action
such as is seen in the better types of the all-glass syringe,
which is so essential if accurate results are to be yielded.
To the glass plunger is affixed, by means of a special 
"ball and socket" joint, a metal piston-rod with a
screw thread, thus allowing the dose to be accurately ]
regulated, and so an exact fraction of the contents of the , 
syringe to be injected, in a manner usually possible in metal
syringes but not possible in the all-glass ones. The syringe is 
contained in a metal guard fitted with a cap that is fixed in 
place on the top of the guard by means of a bayonet catch,
thus preventing the piston from slipping out of the barrel.
There are no washers connected with any part of the syringe,
and hence the disabilities often met with in syringes fitted
with washers are avoided. Since the syringe is so arranged
that expansion of its various parts by heat causes these to
slightly separate one from another it can, with all its parts
screwed up tightly and with its needle fitted on to its nozzle,
be put straight into actively boiling water and sterilised by
boiling without fear of breaking; while after taking it
out of the steriliser the syringe is ready for immediate use
without further manipulations being necessary. The plunger
being of glass is not softened by boiling and so has not to be
occasionally renewed. The illustrations show the syringe
when taken apart and the manner in which the glass plunger
and metal piston rod are connected together. I have much
pleasure in thanking Dr. Charles Slater, bacteriologist to
St. George’s Hospital, for his valuable suggestions in carrying
out this idea.
The syringe can be obtained of J. H. Montague, 69, New
Bond-street, W., and is supplied as an ordinary 1 c.c.
syringe with divisions of 1/20th c.c., or as a special
1 c.c. syringe with divisions of 1/40th c.c., this latter
form being thought to be useful for the hypodermic
administration of tuberculins ; also as a 5 c. c. or 10 c. c.
syringe. The special 1 c. c. syringe is here shown.
E. L. HUNT, M.B., B.S. Lond., D.P.H. Camb.,
Clinical Pathologist to Mount Vernon Hospital for Consumption,
and Assistant in the Bacteriological Laboratory,
St. George’s Hospital. S.W.
AN IMPROVED CERVIX DILATOR.
THE usefulness of the principle of Fritsch’s cervix dilator 
in minor gyn&aelig;cological operations is beyond dispute, but in .
these days when aseptic surgery is aimed at by every surgeon
its usefulness is very much curtailed, especially when one
lias to depend on unqualified attendants, owing to the fact
that the portion of the instrument to be introduced into the
cervix has to be handled in screwing it on to the handle of
the instrument. This objection has been obviated’in a modi-
fication suggested by me and made by Messrs. C. J. Hewlett
and Son, Limited, of Charlotte-street, London, E.C. In this.
modification the part to be introduced is fixed on to the bar,
and the lower portion of the stem of the bar can be slipped.
into the universal handle of the instrument, and by a slight
twist of the handle a bayonet catch renders the instrument
fixed for use. After dilatation, through that piece, the
handle of Size 1 is unfixed and the bar of No. Zslipped into..
its place. This is fixed in the same way and used. The
remaining sizes are used according to graduations; Instead
of 5 I have increased the sizes to 7, and have put the whole
in an aseptic metal case, with folding legs. This enables.
the case to be used in sterilising the instrument, with the
aid of a small spirit lamp, and a small clip is also in.
cluded in the case for facilitating the taking out the size
rp{1ll;rp{1 without amr difficulty and inconvenience
OGUNTOLA SAPARA, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin.,
L.F.P.S. Glasg.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.
MEETING OF COUNCIL.
AN ordinary meeting of the Council was held on Feb. 13th,
Sir RICKMAN J. GoDLEE, the President, being in the chair.
In accordance with the report of the Court of Examiners
Diplomas of Membership were issued to 98 successful
candidates.
It was resolved to issue, in conjunction with the Royal
College of Physicians of London, Diplomas in Public Health.
to 12 successful candidates.
It was resolved to contribute 50 guineas to the Lister
Memorial Fund.
It was resolved, on the recommendation of the Examination,
Committee, to make various changes in the regulations for
the Primary Examinations for the Fellowship, and of these
changes the most important was that in the examination in
physiology two papers, each containing four questions. of
which the candidate must answer only two, shall be set. and
that two hours shall be allotted to each paper ; and that the
same arrangement shall be adopted for the written part of
the examination in anatomy.
Mr. C. H. Golding-Bird was re-elected the representative
of the Council on the Central Midwives Board.
The PRESIDENT reported that he had chosen Mr. G. H.
Makins as Bradshaw Lecturer for the ensuing collegiate
year.
A letter was read from Lady Butlin offering to present to
the College a replica of the portrait of the late Sir Henry
Butlin by the Hon. John Collier, which was exhibited in the
Royal Academy a few years ago. The offer was accepted
with appreciative thanks.
The SECRETARY reported that he had received from the
executors of the widow of Mr. Caesar Henry Hawkins a,
portrait by Zoffany of Mr. Pennell Hawkins, Master of the
Company of Surgeons in 1778, and great uncle of Mr. C&aelig;sar
Henry Hawkins. the picture having been bequeathed by
Mr. C&aelig;sar Hawkins to his wife for life, and after her death
to the Royal College of Surgeons, with the direction that it.
should be placed near the picture painted by Hogarth of
Sir C&aelig;sar Hawkins, Bart., brother of Mr. Pennell Hawkins.
The PRESIDENT reported that Mr. W. A. Maggs’s period of
office on the Board of Examiners in Dental’ Surgery would
expire on March 12th, and that the vacancy thus occasioned
would be filled up at the quarterly meeting of the Council
in April.
THE SOCIETY OF TROPICAL MEDICINE AVD
HYGIENE.-A meeting of this society will be held at
11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square, London, W., to-day
(Friday, Feb. 21st), at 8.30 P.M., when Dr. F. M. Sandwith
will open a discussion on Pellagra, and read a paper entitled
" Can Pellagra be One of the Diseases Due to Deficiency of
Nutrition ? " A paper will also be read upon Fatal Pellagra
in Two English Boys, with the Results of Pathological’
Investigation of One Case," communicated by Dr. Charles R.
Box and Dr. F. W. Mott, F. R. S. March 21st being Goodl
Friday, no meeting of the society will be held on that daybut it is proposed to hold the next meeting on, April 18th
